Methods and Techniques in Clinical Chemistry. P. L. WOLF, D. WILLIAMS, T. TsuDAKA, and L. ACOSTA. John Wiley & Sons Ltd., Chichester, 1972. Pp. 417, £4·80. The title of this book gives a clear indication of its contents. The authors have brought together the experimental details of all methods used in their laboratory (Stanford University Medical Centre) and published them as a single volume.
The analytical principle of each method is briefly stated and there then follows an extremely detailed description of the experimental procedure involved, albeit with particular relevance to American instruments. The concluding section on clinical interpretation is often wide in scope, but there is no critical discussion about the different tests that may be used in the elucidation of any given pathology. Nor do the authors include any discussion of the uses of particular methods in the assessment of organ function.
Beginners in clinical chemistry will learn much in methodology and something of clinical interpretation from this book, and certain useful facts may be gleaned by those with more experience. However, it is primarily a collection of methods, tried and tested under routine working conditions, rather than a textbook of clinical chemistry.
R. Beetham
Histochemistry, Theoretical and Applied. Vol. 2, A. G. E. Pearse, 3rd Ed. Edinburgh, 1972. Pp. 1518, £8'00. This publication, together with the first volume published in 1968, completes the third edition of 'Pearce'. Volume 1 largely dealt with basic principles and with the histochemical nature of carbohydrates, proteins, lipids and phophatases. The remainder of the relevant range of enzymes occupies the first third of volume 2. This section includes a short but useful chapter on substrate film techniques and ends with a valuable account of the use of nucleases, hyaluronidases, neuraminidases and other enzymes as histochemical reagents. The pigments, considered in a single chapter in previous volumes, have now been split so as to give appropriate treatment to the biogenic or endogenous amines, the formaldehydeinduced fluorescence (F.I.F.) techniques and the A.P.U.D. (amine precursor uptake and decarboxylation) system. Little has changed in the chapter on inorganic substances. The remaining four chapters have been expanded to great advantage and deal in a very helpful way with the application of the specialised techniques of fluorescence, autoradiography and electron-microscopy in the field of histochemistry. The subject of quantitative histochemistry is dealt with in a fully comprehensive manner which includes useful accounts of the specialised optical and electronic equipment required.
The general format is as before with references at the end of each chapter and technical methods and a list of suppliers in appendices at the end of the book. There are author and subject indices which are separate for volumes I and 2. The paperwork and printing is of high quality and the large number of colour plates appear to be well selected and faithful reproductions. Two small suggestions might be made to facilitate ready reference. An index of the methods might be useful at the beginning of appendix 32 as might a glossary of abbreviations at the end of each chapter.
Since publication of the first edition in 1953, 'Pearce' has been the international authoritative work of reference, and the present volume maintains the high standards previously established by the author. Criticism is quite impossible and it is difficult to believe that a fourth edition along the same lines will remain within the compass of one author after another decade.
A. H. Cameron -1972. G. D. FASMAN and E. KOlW, (eds.) , Springer, Berlin, Pp. 617, £11. This is the record of a symposium organised by the Clinical Research Institute of Montreal, attended by 84 participants from 11 countries, all with a common interest in the physiological and biochemical mechanisms which control blood pressure. It has been rapidly produced in order to be of maximum value for workers in the field, but the quality of printing, layout and illustration is nevertheless very high. The intention is that the book shall be, like the record of a previous Canadian symposium devoted to the same subject in 1963, a standard source of reference for anyone concerned with this field of research.
Hypertension
The 62 communications are mostly very concise, and many describe work which is still in progress. A few are generous with their references to the literature. About a third are clinical, and the remainder describe laboratory research; 12 are mainly biochemical. The papers are presumably arranged in the order in which they were given, but although they are
